Investigating cardiovascular risk reduction--the Rosuvastatin GALAXY Programme.
The GALAXY Programme is a comprehensive global research initiative that will address several important unanswered questions in statin research and investigate the impact of rosuvastatin on cardiovascular risk reduction and patient outcomes. Studies already completed demonstrate that rosuvastatin provides greater reductions in low-density lipoprotein cholesterol (LDL-C) than other statins, enabling more patients to achieve LDL-C treatment goals. Additionally, rosuvastatin provides beneficial effects on other components of the atherogenic lipid profile. Ongoing studies will evaluate whether these effects translate into beneficial effects on atherosclerosis and significant reductions in cardiovascular events. Important information will also be provided on the role of statins in less well studied groups, including patients with heart failure, end stage renal disease, and individuals without elevated LDL-C but at heightened vascular risk as a result of increased systemic inflammation. Ultimately, the GALAXY Programme will provide clinical data that will enable physicians to make more effective statin treatment decisions, which will lead to improved patient care and cardiovascular outcomes.